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MAINE PRESS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL MEETING
Portland, Friday, October 5, 1923.
The annual meeting of the Maine Press Association was con
vened in Reception Room at the Falmouth Hotel, at 10.00 a . m .
Members present were: President Frank B. Nichols, Bath
Daily Times; Roland T. Patten, Skowhegan Independent-Re
porter; Liston P. Evans, Piscataquis Observer, Dover; Chas.
F. Flynt, Kennebec Journal, Augusta; Geo. F. Huff, Eastern
Gazette, Dexter; Chas. F. Mann, Lisbon Enterprise, Lisbon
Falls; Benjamin E. Kelley, Boothbay Register, Boothbay Har
bor; Harry W. Saunders, Brunswick Record; Albert K. Stet
son, Aroostook Pioneer, Houlton; Ora L. Evans, Piscataquis
Observer, Dover; Henry C. Prince, Madison Bulletin, Madi
son; Charles G. Jenncss, Rochester Courier, Rochester, N. H.
The meeting having been called to order by the President,
the first business was the reading of the treasurer’s financial
statement, as follows:
RECEIPTS

Bank balance, Oct. 5, 1 9 2 2 ................................... $ I73-55
Members’ d u e s ..................................................... .. 390.00
Commissions, etc.......................................................
18.50
-------- $382.05
DISBURSEMENTS

As per vouchers ..................................................... $495.42
Balance in hand, Oct. 5, 1923 .......................... 86.63
-------- $582.05
The statement was accepted, subject to the favorable report .
of the auditor. Ora L. Evans of Dover was appointed to audit
the accounts and report at the afternoon session.
The President named the following committees:
On Nominations: C. F. Flynt, G. F. Huff, and C. F. Mann.
On Resolutions: B. E. Kelley and A. K. Stetson.
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The President read a letter of resignation from Roland T.
Patten who had been secretary and treasurer for six years. Mr.
Patten’s decision being found to be a final one, the meeting
unanimously voted to accept same with regret, and the thanks
of the Association was accorded Mr. Patten for his valuable
services.
The nominating committee named the following officers for
the ensuing y e a r:
President, Frank kB. Nichols of Bath.
Vice-President, Liston P. Evans of Dover.
Secretary-Treasurer, Harry W. Saunders of Brunswick.
Executive Committee, George F. Huff, Dexter, Albert K.
Stetson, Houlton; Benjamin E. Kelley, Boothbay Harbor.
It was resolved that the retiring secretary cast one ballot for
the election of these officers, and they were declared unani
mously elected.
The selection of next meeting place wras left in the hands of
the executive committee.
On the agenda were three speakers, but on account of illness
and other causes two were prevented from attending. They
were F. S. Fairchild of Boston, representative of the E. W.
Blatchford Company, that city, who was to talk on metals; and
D. R. Dunham, manager of the Laconia (N. H.) Democrat, on
Advertising Problems.
Frederick L. Bingham, secretary-treasurer of Bingham
Brothers Co. of New York City, addressed the members, tak
ing for his subject one of the most important for printers,
“ Rollers.”
Mr. Bingham began his talk by saying that primarily the
composition roller, of glycerine and glue, belonged to the animal
kingdom, and that, therefore, when a printer saw a horse 01
cow grazing in the pasture he was gazing upon the potential
factor in the production of good printing. This, he said, war.
the reason why it was necessary to watch the thermometer when
using composition rollers, as they were affected by heat or cold,
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dryness or humidity, just as was the animal from which the
material was taken.
He sketched the history of printers’ rollers from the oldfashioned ink balls to the different types employed on the
cylinder presses. When the latter was invented the ink balls
were not usable, and the next step made was covering roller
cores with layers of cloth with trodden sheep pelt surfaces.
Various other textures were tried, and finally, through acci
dent, the idea of using a combination of glue and molasses as
a cover for roller stocks was hit upon. Later,, glycerine was
substituted for molasses.
“ If your press work is poor, look to your rollers,” said Mr.
Bingham, when emphasizing the importance of taking care of
rollers. He gave many instances of how rollers became dam
aged, declaring that no matter how well the roller was cast it
could be rendered practically useless through improper setting
on press, the condition when not in use, and allowing the ink
to dry hard thereon. He described the various types of new
rollers on the market and the uses to which they can be put,
and showed samples of composition made by his firm. Roller
makers were hard put to it in keeping up with the demand for
recast rollers, and, therefore, experiments were continuously
being made to produce a perfect all-the-year roller. He be
lieved his firm had solved the problem.
Mr. Bingham was accorded a hearty vote of thanks for his
interesting address, and the meeting adjourned until 1.30 p. m .

Afternoon Session
A few more members had arirved before the opening of the
afternoon session. President Frank B. Nichols again occupied
the chair.
The first speaker on the agenda, George W. King of Wor
cester, Mass., was unable to be present. He was to have given
a talk upon “ Printing Inks and their use.”
The President called attention to the fact that the Association
had lost by death during the present year one of the oldest

7

members, who had until six years ago been their secretary. The
late Joseph Wood had served the Association for more than
forty years. At his (the president’s) request, an old personal
friend of Joseph Wood was present and had consented to read
to the members a sketch of the life of their deceased brother.
He then introduced William D. Patterson, Esq., of Wiscasset,
who illustrated his talk with samples of a bookplate, newspapers
mentioned therein, some of them bound volumes, and samples
of printing executed by Mr. Wood.
The sketch will be found immediately following the proceed
ings of the annual meeting, together with a half-tone cut of Mr.
Wood.
A cordial and unanimous vote of thanks was given to Mr.
Patterson at the conclusion of the sketch, and it was further
more unanimously resolved that the new secretary take steps
to have the sketch printed in book form and a copy sent to
each member.
Tbe next speaker was W. L. Webb of the Webb-Smith Print
ing Company of Cornish, Maine, who took for his subject:
‘'How may we move the minds and hearts of our Congressmen
and Government Officials to Cease Furnishing Government
Stamped Envelopes at less than Cost?”
Mr. Webb made a very fervent plea for action and cited the
resolutions passed against the practice by the Maine Typothetae.
He hoped the Maine Press Association would pass a resolution
asking our National Representatives and Senators to bring the
matter before Postmaster-General New. He also urged action
by individual printers.
It was resolved that the committee on resolutions take the
matter up and that the Association places itself on record as
being against the practice.
The final speaker was Wm. F. Rogers of Boston. Mr. Rogers
is a native of Greenville and was educated at Coburn Classical
Institute and Boston University. He is now Advertising Man
ager of the Boston Transcript and Chairman of the Bureau of
Advertising of the American Newspaper Publishers’ Associa
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tion. He is president of the Appalachian Mountain Club and
spoke on the work of that organization in making trails in the
State of Maine and New Hampshire, and the attractiveness of
Maine’s mountains, particularly Mt. Katahdin.
He said in part :
“ Katahdin is the very finest mountain east of the Rockies.”
and he pointed out that while in the past Katahdin had been
but little visited on account of its inaccessibility, the approach
was now much easier on the eastern side through the roads
made by the Great Northern Paper Company.
He advocated the organizing of the approaches with shelters,
camps and huts and general direction of some association, the
same as has been done in the White Mountains by the Appalachain Club, and by the Dartmouth and Green Mountain Clubs.
“ So long as the Great Northern Paper Company has the
ownership there is no need of a National Park or forest in the
Katahdin region,” said Mr. Rogers. He pointed out that with
a small appropriation from the State, the Great Northern road
to Grant Brook could be made passable for automobiles. From
there a trail could be made to Basin Pond where Great North
ern activities had already been going on.
“ Interest in tramping is greatly increasing because of the
many who desire to get away from the automobile,” said Mr.
Rogers. “As yet this is largely an undeveloped interest tor
Maine. Mt. Katahdin, with the organization of its approaches
will take care of as many thousands as will want to come here
for years to come.”
Mr. Rogers praised the Maine Publicity Bureau for its activ
ities in calling attention to the fish and game regions of Maine
as well as the coast resorts.
Auditor Ora L. Evans reported the accuracy of the financial
statement and the same was unanimously adopted.
The committee on resolutions asked for longer time to make
its report. This was granted and the session adjourned in order
to accept the invitation of the Portland Press-Herald manage
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ment to inspect the new building on Federal, Exchange and
Market streets. Ernest C. Bowler, business manager, who was
present, acted as guide and described the locations for the va
rious departments. It was an interesting visit and at its close
the members congratulated Mr. Bowler on the completeness of
the interior arrangements.
Before returning to the hotel, the members made a visit to
the Portland Society of Art building, where a former member
of the Association, Oscar L. Wish, and now the curator of this
remarkable collection of fine arts, most cordially welcomed the
visitors and entertained them for some thirty minutes.

The Evening Meeting and Banquet
At 6.30 p. m ., the annual banquet was served in the State of
Maine Room, President Frank B. Nichols in the chair, with
Arthur G. Staples, editor of the Lewiston Journal, as toast
master. The speakers were William A. Thomson of New York,
director of Bureau of Advertising, American Newspaper Pub
lishers’ Association; Hon. Carroll L. Beedy of Portland, Con
gressman from the Fourth Maine District.
Those present at the tables were: Hon. Carroll L. Beedy,
Portland; Frank B. Nichols, Bath; William H. Dow, Mr. and
Mrs. Harmon C. Crocker, Portland; Mr. and Mrs. Charles F.
Flynt, Augusta; Harry W. Saunders, Brunswick; Donald M.
Tracy, Boston; Walter L. Webb, Cornish; Francis E. Croteau,
John L. Fish, Skowhegan; A. L. T. Cummings, Fred K. Owen,
H. A. Merrill, Portland; A. E. Brunberg, Rockland; B. R.
Cilley, Boston; L. A. Jack, C. F. Mann, Lisbon Falls; B. E.
Kelley, Harold W. Bishop, Boothbay Harbor; S. H. Erskinc,
Damariscotta; Charles G. Jenness, Rochester, N. H .; F. L.
Bingham, New York; R. T. Patten, Skowhegan; William J.
Cummings, Edward W. Townsend, South Berwick; E. F. Gowell, Berwick; H. C. Prince, Madison; F. W. Sanborn, Norway;
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Cook, Biddeford, Mr. and Mrs. George
F. Huff, Dexter; Arthur G. Staples, Auburn; Mr. and Mrs.
William A. Thomson, New York; and Mr. and Mrs. William
F. Rogers, Boston.
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Arthur G. Staples proved ideally equipped for the task of
toastmaster. He reviewed in semi-humorous fashion the his
tory of the Maine Press Association, and extolled the country
weekly which is so largely represented in its membership.
He defined briefly the mission of the country newspaper—
including in his list also the Maine dailies with the remark that
‘‘we are all country newspapers down in Maine”—which he said
was ‘‘to preach the Constitution of the United States, to teach
the law and gospel, to extend belief in the living God, to make
for cleanliness and virtue, to educate and to uplift.”
Mr. Thomson, the initial banquet speaker, gave briefly the
history of the bureau of advertising, which he said was estab
lished io years ago by the American Newspaper Publishers’ As
sociation, an organization of 500 leading newspaper publishers,
in order to develop interest in national newspaper advertising.
In those days, he said, approximately $50,000,000 was expended
annually by National advertisers in newspaper campaigns, while
at the present tunc $200,000,000 was thus expended annually,
and a part of the increase, at least, was the direct result of the
bureau. The expenditure of the bureau in that period of time
to achieve these results, he said, was less than $400,000.
On this basis, he said, he believed he could almost promise for
every additional $10,000 of income an additional $10,000,000 of
expenditure in National newspaper advertising.
He said that at the time the organization was started there
was a lamentable dearth of collected facts about newspaper
advertising, and that this lack had been supplied by the bureau.
He also gave specific instances of the methods used to inspire
large newspaper advertising campaigns of nationally known
products.
Several factors, he said, still militated against the work.
First and foremost of these, he counted the fact that new Na
tional advertisers did not always willingly undertake newspaper
campaigns and had to be convinced. Second, he counted the
fact that advertising agencies because of the increased revenues
which were to be thus obtained preferred to place their advertis-
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Resolutions Committee Report
On Retiring Secretary
The Press Associations of nearly every state in New Eng
land have been helped by the visits and addresses of Roland T.
Patten of Skowhegan, but it remains for the Maine Press Asso
ciation to know just how valuable has been the interest and
advice of this brother member of our organization during
many years. Mr. Patten has long been an active member of
this association and for the past five years a zealous and untir
ing Secretary-Treasurer. To his progressive spirit in the
administration of his duties has been due greatly the success
the organization has attained during these years. Through his
efforts the financial condition has been kept sound and healthy
and all meetings of the Association have been made more
interesting and profitable to its members. His services to the
printers of the state in compiling the Maine Price List has
been most valuable.
It is with deep regret that the members of the Maine Press
Association learn that the present state of Mr. Patten’s health
is such that he has asked to be released from further service
as Secretary-Treasurer.
Therefore, be it resolved, that the Maine Press Association
express to Brother Patten at this time its gratitude for his
many kindly services in its behalf and the sincere wish of all
members that the condition of his health may be speedily
repaired.

On Death of Joseph Wood
Pic who serves faithfully and well as an officer of any organi
zation for a period of forty-five consecutive years must of
necessity, have given much of his best thought, strength and
energy for the good of his fellow members and his organization.
Joseph Wood, a sketch of whose life has been so ably and
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interestingly presented here today by his friend and neighbor,
William D. Patterson, Esq., of Wiscasset, served the Maine
Press Association as Secretary-Treasurer through all that
period of its existence from 1872 to 1917, not only faithfully
and well but with so much zeal for the organization and kindly
interest in its members that it may truly be said, the life of the
organization is more largely attributable to him and the influ
ence it has spread more largely advanced by him than it is to
any other member.
Therefore, be it resolved, that in the passing of Joseph Wood
the Maine Press Association has lost a valued brother editor and
fellow craftsman whose life and service will long be remem
bered and whose devotion to his organization will he forever
treasured and recalled.

On Sketch of Joseph Wood’s Life
The paper read by William D. Patterson, Esq., of Wiscasset,
before the meeting of the Maine Press Association now as
sembled on “ The Life and Work of Joseph Wood,” was most
interesting and instructive and a valuable contribution to our
records.
It is therefore resolved that the thanks of the Maine Press
Association be extended to Mr. Patterson for his painstakingeffort in preparing the paper on the life of our recently de
ceased brother, whose memory we hold very dear, and for the
kindly courtesy of Mr. Patterson in appearing in person to
read the paper and to show the many illustrative specimens he
had gathered in his research into such a busy life.

On Government Supplying Stamped Envelopes Printed
In view of the practice of the government to supply stamped
envelopes printed with corner card at a much lower charge
than printers can possibly do them, and because such methods
deprive printers all over the country of business that rightfully
belong to them,
Therefore, be it resolved, that the present practice of the
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government in furnishing stamped envelopes, printed with
corner card, at cost or less, is unfair to the printing trade. That
the government should no more be expected to furnish these
than to supply coal, sugar, boots and shoes and other com
modities. We, the members of the Maine Press Association
hereby protest against this practice.
E. K e l l e y ,

B e n ja m

in

A

K . S tetso n ,

lbert

Committee on Resolutions.

17

JO S E P H W O O D

SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF JOSEPH WOOD
BY
WM.

D.

PATTERSON,

ESQ.

O F W IS C A S S E T

What a curious, mysterious thing is memory, after a l l !
Here I pick up a recent number of the Philistine and opening
it to centre come upon the beautiful, glossy cable laid silk
thread with which the good Fra has had its leaves held to
gether— no wire staples for Elbert. He is a man of taste.
His books and pamphlets open flat. But we are forgetting.
When the writer was a small boy, it was the fashion, for
women and girls— and sometimes good little boys, to work book
marks. Both silk and worsted were used, but the silk ones
were richer in appearance, and the thread didn’t break as
easily or fuzz up as quickly as the worsted. The small boy I
knew best was always inclined to do what mother did. If she,
being an old fashioned and skillful needlewoman, braided rag
rugs the boy made a little rug also ; if the Mater constructed
canton flannel (“ cotton flannel,” we called it) rabbits, and
lined their long ears with pink silk, and worked in brilliant
red worsted eyes, and, with bristles obtained from the village
shoemaker put the “ feelers” in their noses, then the boy con
structed a wee bunny in imitation. Mother's brood of rabbits
were usually made for sale at the annual fair of the ladies
charitable society and displayed on a big old fashioned “ waiter”
such as are rarely seen on twentieth century tea tables; but
then no tea-table was completely “ set” unless the “ waiter”
occupied the place o f honor at the head of the table where
the lady of the house presided.
Among our family treasures were some old style waiters of
a larger size, and these big japanned trays were used for dis
playing the rabbits, in the old front parlor until the momentous
evening of the fair or “ tea party” as it was sometimes called.
But we are going far afield. How about the glossy yellow
silk of Fra Elbertus’ little Philistine.

So wrote, when past three score and ten, Joseph Wood. Such
was the man of whose life you, Mr. President, have asked for
a sketch. He was devoted to detail, and in his work particular
and precise “ to a fault” as he once expressed it. His memory

21

was a marvel of accuracy, and his information was remarkably
extensive.
He was of the fourth generation of his family to reside in
Wiscasset—his great-grandfather, General Abiel Wood, or “ th'
ould Gineral,” as he was by some called, having come from
Middleborough, Massachusetts, and made his home in Wiscas
set in 1768. Joseph appears to have curiously traced his gene
alogy to one “ Robert at the Wood,’’ to whom he assigned the
date of the year 1300, and from which name came that of “ At
wood” as well as that of Wood. Joseph’s father was well rear
ed, endowed of strong mentality and he was by profession a
Baptist minister. Joseph’s mother, who was the second wife of
his father, was possessed of fine sensibilities and more than
average intellectual ability.
The date of his birth is found in a memorandum which has
come to my hand, and which runs as follows:
“ December 9, 1842— Friday, between 2 and 5 o’clock in the
afternoon, born to Abiel and Catherine Jane (Felker) Wood,
at house on Fort Hill street, Wiscasset, a son— Joseph Wood—
named lor Joseph A. Wood of Ellsworth (cousin of Abiel
Wood, then P.M. at Ells, which office he had held since
1826, and to 1844.)”

The house in which Wood was born stands near the water
side where the old shipyards were located. As a youngster he
played about in those yards and watched the construction of
many sailing vessels, and so vivid was his recollection of the
various processes of ship building that he stated many years
afterwards he believed he could direct the stretching of a keel,
the timbering out, the planking, and all other work necessary
to bring a hull to the point of launching,—for he possessed
much mechanical genius.
He was early attracted to good literature, concerning which
he soon developed most discriminating tastes. He preserved
books which were given to him when a child; and he kept in
bound form the volumes of The Youth’s Companion for wrhich
he was a subscriber at an early period of his life.
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In the ninth year of his age he began a diary, a task which
he faithfully followed until ill health and the infirmities of age
interrupted that very long continued daily record,—a record
which, extending as it did over but little less than three score
and ten years, is perhaps unequalled as to the length of time
covered as a part of the life of one man.
He joined in the boyish sports, became an expert swimmer and
skater, and in later life found great enjoyment in dancing and
when past sixty years he expressed the wish that he might dance
twice a week. As a boy and young man his favorite walk
appears to have been across the long bridge at Wiscasset to the
old block-house of Fort Edgccomb, and in the preservation of
that unique building he rendered valuable service. Rowing
was also a favorite exercise, and he had much pleasure with
his rowboat, the “ Haidee.”
When a boy he always ran to fires, priding himself on beingquick to respond to the alarms given by the ringing of the
Paul Revere bell which hung in the belfry of the First Parish
Church; and upon reaching manhood he became an active mem
ber of the Wiscasset fire department, served for several years
as foreman of one of the engine companies, which was equipped
with a hand-tub, and for a time he was one of the fire wardens
of the town. In all such activities he took a just pride, and in
after life he continued to “ go” to fires. He also belonged for
a time to the social organization known as the Wiscasset Fire
Society, of which his grandfather was one of the founders in
the year 1801 and whose equipment as a member he preserved
with pride.
He resuscitated the Wiscasset Social Library, founded in the
year 1799, but which had lain dormant for some years; and by
his efforts, put forth in the early sixties, he succeeded in adding
thereto many volumes, thereby bringing the collection into use
again and in the re-organization and perpetuation of that cor
poration he ever maintained an interest, even after his removal
from the town.
He was always interested in public affairs. He was a free

23

thinker, perhaps an agnostic. He was an admirer of Darwin
and his theories, as well as of Herbert Spencer; and when his
sons were born he bestowed upon them the names of those
eminent scientists, thus abandoning the custom of perpetuating
the old family names which are found recurring in his geneal
ogical line for so many previous generations.
In his father's garden there stood an enormous elm tree,
which had been growing there since the days of the American
Revolution, and high among the branches of that tree, which
was known as the “ big elm” in Middle Street, he, in his boyhood,
had a sheltered platform where on many a long summer day,
far above the traffic and travel of the town, he read and mused.
Ah ! “the thoughts of Jouth,” the poet said, “ are long, long
thoughts/’ and such we may be sure were his thoughts.
In his reading, which was various and extensive, embracing
as it did the work of the best authors, he early became attracted
to the writings of Charles Dickens, for whom his admiration
never ceased nor abated. He continued to re-read the works of
Dickens even to the later years of his life. In December, 1867,
he wrote Dickens urging him to come to Portland to read.
Early in the year 1868 Dickens re-visited America and did come
and read in Portland. Wood, however, had embraced the op
portunity to attend the readings in Boston where, on the 24th
of February he heard the great master read “ Doctor Marigold”
and “ The Trial from Pickwick;” on the 25th, “ David Copperfield" and “ Mr. Bob Sawyer’s P arty;” and on the 27th, “ The
Christmas Carol” and “ Boots at the Holly Tree Inn.” Of
Dickens he recorded his satisfaction that he proved to be just
the kind of a man he expected to see.
And so, all through his long life Joseph Wood found much
enjoyment in being present at great and notable gatherings.
He was much interested in the drama and in music, being him
self a player of the violin, and he was present at the Peace
Jubilee held at Boston in 1872. He visited the great exposi
tions: in 1876, at Philadelphia; 1893, at Chicago; 1904, at Saint
Louis, and he described the Saint Louis experience as a “ glor-

24

ions dream;” and even so late as 1915 he dreamed of planning
to go to San Francisco with his youngest son, a dream that was
never realized. He witnessed many other great spectacles, such
as the funeral of General Grant in 1885; and regretted that he
could not attend that of Sherman, “ the good old General,” as he
called him, in 1891. At the funeral of Grant he especially noted
the presence of Generals Sherman and Johnson, Sheridan and
Buckner, among the bearers. Of the weird scene at the riveting
of the steel coffin of the dead General, by starlight and candle
light, he made graphic mention.
In his old age, while residing in Wiscasset, he came to Port
land to witness the celebration here of Maine’s centennial; and
when Wiscasset, the town of his birth, with appropriate cere
monies observed the same event he was present at the program
there presented and the same received his approbation. Like
all true lovers of books he felt that he should have a bookplate.
The plate here shown he designed and for many years used.
But it is as a printer, “ an expert in typography,” as your pro
gram has it, that he must be of interest to you. His first ven
ture therein was when, from 1st July to 30th September, 1859,
he, then sixteen years old, in company with Charles A. J. Farrar,
published a “ boy’s paper,” “ Devoted to Home Interests and
Local News.” That was The Wiscasset Herald of four pages,
3 columns each, 10 x 17 inches in size, issued weekly. Of this,
Wood afterwards wrote: “ Neither of the proprietors had seen
“ the inside of a printing office until they saw their own. A
“ Lowe press and 100 lbs. of type, mostly bourgeois, formed the
‘ principal part of their material; their imposing stone was a
“ pine plank; the office supported but one composing stick, and
“ other arrangements were on the same magnificent scale. Yet
“ notwithstanding these primitive fixtures the young publishers
“ carried on the paper for the full term of three months, (terms
25 cts.) when having no capital to work with except the money
“'they received for subscriptions and advertisements, they were
“ obliged to suspend publication.” Farrar, who afterwards
learned the printer’s trade at Boston and subsequently became
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the publisher of the Boston Independent, is better known for his
series of guide books to the Maine sporting regions and for his
books of Maine life known as the “ Lake and Forest” series.
And Farrar’s recollections of their partnership may be quoted,
for years afterwards, in reference to the publication of their
first venture in journalism, he wrote:
“ As my thought's went back to that period, a great many
pleasant reminiscences were recalled. I saw in the background
spread out before me, our little office on the corner of Main
and Middle streets, and fancied myself inside, looking out of
the window by which our case stood, viewing the landscape or
street scape, the most prominent feature of which was, if I '
remember rightly,1 the town-pump. I remember in what a
hurried manner our type was se t; in what a heated state of
excitement our editions of the Herald (that noble sheet) went
to press and how, when the editions went from the press and
were distributed to the good people of Wiscasset and surround
ing towns, what a furore of excitement they caused.”

On the first day of January, 1861, Wood entered upon a three
years’ apprenticeship at the trade of tinsmith and spent the day
working on half pint dippers. It was with very great satisfac
tion that on the last day of the year 1863 he heard from the
lips of his “master,” Charles P. Knight, of Wiscasset, that he
couid then “ make anything in the business, and do any thing
connected with the trade in a ‘ship-shape’ and business-like
manner” !
He afterwards served an apprenticeship in the office of the
Portland Evening Courier; and in 1864 he took the various
courses at the Eastman Business College in Poughkeepsie,
New York, and his diploma certifying the same was ever a
valued possession. In 1866 he began job printing in Wiscasset,
in which lie had such success that his attention was turned to
newspaper work, and in January, 1869, he issued the first num
ber of The Seaside Oracle, a four page sheet of three columns
to a page, 12 x 17 inches in size. In job printing he then used
a half-medium Degener press, a cut of which he for a time used
on his bill-heads. Later he used on his bills a group of profiles
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of those ancient masters of the art of printing',—Gutenberg,
Faust and Schoeffer.
The Oracle was at first an advertising sheet having a free
circulation of five thousand copies, and depended upon its ad
vertisements for support. In 1870 it was changed to a fort
nightly subscription paper of the same size at a dollar a year.
In 1872 it was enlarged to 1 4 x 2 1 , and thereafter published
weekly at two dollars a year. Its size was changed from time
to time, the largest size that it ever reached being that of the
specimen volume here shown. The publisher’s aim, to furnish,
in a neat and convenient form, a weekly record of the local
news of Lincoln County, interspersed with entertaining mis
cellany, both original and selected, was fully reached. Indeed
the original articles in the Oracle, both prose and poetry, are of
a Superior character, received much attention, and many were
widely copied, both by the papers of this State as well as by
those of Boston and New York.
For a few years I was a helper in a small way on the
Oracle, having charge of the marine report and that on markets,
for Wiscasset was then a port for departure and arrival of
vessels in trans-Atlantic trade as well as for East Indian and
West Indian ports, and by reason of such service saw some
thing of the workings of the office. Wood was justly proud of
his little paper, as all of you who will take the time to examine
the specimen volume will readily imagine he must have been.
This volume was exhibited by him at the Centennial Exposition
at Philadelphia in a separate show case and on a counter of
his providing. It was entered there as a specimen volume of an
American Village Newspaper. On the third day of January,
1876, he sent four like volumes to the libraries of certain
European sovereigns, one being addressed to Queen Victoria
at Windsor Castle, one to Emperor William I at Berlin, one
to Czar Alexander II, at St. Petersburg, and the other to Victor
Emmanuel II, King of Italy, at Turin. With each he sent a
copy of the then current report of your association. These
photographs of the interior of the Oracle office, as I knew it,
may be of interest in this connection. Flere may be seen Wood
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at the case, and in this he appears to be reading- proof. In the
files of the Oracle Wood preserved much relative to the early
history of the town and vicinity as well as its legendary lore.
Wood devoted six of the best years of his life to the Oracle
which, to him, was as a first born child and when, for lack of
sufficient support, he was, in 1876, obliged to remove it to Bath
and finally, in 1877, relinquish control to his partner, Fenelon
G. Barker, he must have been almost heart-broken. At that
time, too, his mother, of whom he was the surviving child,
and to whom he was devoted in every attention due from a son
to his mother, died after a short illness. The father had died
ten years previously, after many years of ill health. Following
the death of his ^mother and his broken fortunes, Wood lived
for a time, in his homestead house in Wiscasset, almost the life
of a recluse.
For a time, during the absence of its editor, he carried on the
Oxford Democrat, after which he located in Skowhegan where
he had a small job printing office and where, in 1881, he began
the publication of a two page sheet, entitled The Riverside
Oracle, issued monthly at fifty cents a year. This paper ex
hibited the usual excellence of typography and paper to be seen
in all his publications, and is of the same general plan of make
up as The Seaside Oracle.
Early in the summer of 1881, however, he heard that the late
Fountain and Serenus H. Rodick, of Bar Harbor, were desirous
of establishing a printing and newspaper office at that place. A
satisfactory engagement having been made between those men
and Wood, he removed to Bar Harbor; and on the 14th of July,
1881, appeared No. 1 of volume 1 of the Mount Desert Herald,
Joseph Wood, editor and manager. The Herald was a folio, a
form of newspaper which was most liked by Wood, as it was by
Benjamin Franklin; its size was then 17 x 2 3 , six columns to
a page, and in paper and typography it was a model of excel
lence. To this enterprise Wood brought enthusiasm equal to
that of youth and much of his best work as a journalist was
devoted to the Herald, for editorial work was his favorite oc
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cupation. The Herald office was the first regular printing office
established on the Island of Mount Desert. The beautiful sur
roundings, the history, legends and romance of that unique is
land appealed most peculiarly to one of Wood’s intellectual at
tainments, and as he was soon able to attract to his columns
many contributions of great interest, the Herald quickly took
its place among the best weekly newspapers of the State. And
that was in the best days of the weekly newspapers, days before
the city dailies could be had at every farmhouse by rural de
livery. The Herald was a weekly newspaper—except for the
summer months when it appeared semi-weekly-*-carrying to
its readers telegraphic news, the local news of the island and of
many small communities in Hancock and Washington counties,
where it had a considerable circulation,—its circulation at one
time reaching to the number of 2,400 copies. Its literary de
partment was of a high order, interesting and instructive, as the
weekly newspapers of Maine are expected to be. Of this
newspaper, as of all others with which he was ever connected,
Wood was managing editor, editor-in-chief and exchange editor,
and in full charge of advertising and subscription departments.
For a time in the year 1886 a daily edition of the Herald was
issued. The publication of the Herald continued for nearly ten
years, the last issue having been that of the 15th of May, 1891—
the Rodicks, who owned the plant, being no longer willing to
stand by the enterprise.
On the third of July, 1891, appeared the first number of the
Maine Coast Cottager, devoted to the summer resort interests
of the State, of which paper Wood was editor and proprietor.
That paper was designed to be published weekly, and for a time
it appeared regularly, at first from its office at Bar Harbor and
later from an office in Portland. It appears to have a precarious
existence, some seasons not appearing for months together and
again having times of spasmodic life; finally expiring, one
knows not when.
Mr. Wood, by reason of his interest in local Maine history,
was admitted to the Maine Historical Society in 1890 and con-
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tinned as a resident member until his death, and during his
membership he made many valued contributions to its collec
tions. He was always a collector of books, of curios, of auto
graphs, of coins, of postage stamps. Indeed, it might have been
said of him, as Burns wrote of the learned antiquary, Captain
Francis Grose,
“ he's * * * taen the— Antiquarian trade,
I think they call it.
He has a fouth o' auld nick-nackets,
Rusty airn caps and jinglin jackets,
* * * * * * * * *
Of Eve's first fire he has a cinder :
Auld Tubalcain’s fire-shool and fender;
* * * * * * * * *
A bfPom-stick o’ the witch of Endor,
Weel shod w i’ brass.”

Wood was much interested in Odd Fellowship, having been a
charter member of Arambee Lodge No. 71, at Wiscasset, and
of Island Lodge No. 120, at Bar Harbor; and it is believed that
he was foremost in originating the Past Grands Association in
this State.
Not long after his connection with the Rodicks terminated,
Wood removed to Portland and here he resided for upwards of
twenty-five years. We have seen a picture of Wood reading
proof, which was an occupation much liked by him and in which
he had employment in various offices from time to time. Some
of the fine productions of our late friend, Thomas B. Mosher,
were so read by Wood.
Here in Portland he made various attempts to establish a
job printing office, but unsuccessfully. He was also unsuccess
ful in a like venture at Gorham. In 1920 he thought to resume
life in Wiscasset, to which place he then removed his Lares and
Penates. While he did not worship his household gods, he
loved and prized them and would not part with them even when
the proceeds of their sale would have brought to him much in
the way of comforts which he lacked in his last years. His
“ grandfather’s” clock was, he used to say, a grandfather’s
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clock, for it one time had belonged to his grandfather. But life
in Wiscasset was not what he had hoped for,—the friends of
his youth were scattered, the ways of life of the survivors had
changed, and after a year spent there, during which he was for
a time in poor health, he returned to this city where his death
occurred last March.
• After beginning the publication of The Seaside Oracle Mr.
Wood was admitted a member of your Association and ever
afterwards participated in your meetings, outings, and excur
sions. At Augusta, in January, 1872, he was elected the Sec
retary of your Association, and for many years faithfully per
formed the duties of that important position. He appears to
have had charge of publishing the annual reports of your Asso
ciation, and in the choice of such a careful proofreader and
expert in typography you were fortunate, for the mechanical
execution of those reports are a credit to your Association.
When we reflect upon the fact that for more than two score
years he called the roll at your annual meetings we may be
sure that he had a just pride in that long and honorable ser
vice. At the time of his retirement from that office he was a
connecting link with the founders of your Association, he be
ing at that time, 1917, the oldest active member of the Maine
Press Association, in which he had been associated with Elwell
and Homan, Thurston, Boardman and Nash, Adams and DingIcy and Richardson, all giants of Maine journalism in their
day, and with many others whose names are now starred on
your rolls. And now, against his name appears that same sad
sign.

